
WELCOME TO HEA PRE-K



Dear Pre-Kindergarten Parent,

Our goal at the HEA Preschool is to provide your child with not only the academic 
skills for a successful primary school experience but to respect the image of the 
young child.  Literacy, science, social, and mathematical concepts are woven into the 
natural work of the classroom.  Educators regularly access these areas while 
allowing for childrenõs innate sense of wonder and curiosity to be explored and 
valued.  We reflect Jewish culture by organically integrating values, traditions and 
customs into the curriculum through music, language, literature, cooking, play, 
expressive arts and a strong sense of community. 

I invite you to contact me if you have further questions about your childõs preschool 
experience or would like to schedule an observation of our pre-kindergarten class in 
session.  

As always I value your input and look forward to working together to support your 
young childõs journey. 

Sincerely,

Karen Kirk

Preschool Director  

Telephone: 303-758-1462 

kkirk@HEAdenver.org

mailto:kkirk@HEAdenver.org


HEA is the only Jewish Early Childhood Education Program in the state of 
Colorado that has received a rating of 4 stars from Qualistar

ò Learning Environment 10out of 10

ò Family Partnerships 10 out of 10

ò Training and Education 7 out of 10

ò Adult-to-Child Ratios and Group Size 10 out of 10

ò Accreditation 0 out of 2
é In order to receive points in this category we need to be accredited by one of the following: National Association for 

the Education of Young Children, National Association of Family Child Care, The Council on Quality and Leadership 
for People with Disabilities, Association of Christian Schools International

ò Early Learning Programs and Family Child Care Programs 
Provisional = 0-9 points OR Learning Environment Score of 0 
Star 1 = 10-17 points Star 3 = 26-33 points
Star 2 = 18-25 points Star 4 = 34-42 points



As qualified partner in the Denver Preschool 
Program children were assessed in April of 2010 

by an outside independent child development 
specialist from.  This screening which included 

an assessments categories in Literacy, 
Mathematic, and Language was done on a 
random profile of children in our program. 

Our children scored in the 97th percentile.



COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

PRESCHOOL STANDARDS:

READING, WRITING & COMMUNICATION

MATH

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

VISUAL ARTS



BEGINNING READING, WRITING, AND 

LITERACY DEVELOPMENT INCLUDE 

SEVERAL PHASES OF LEARNING 

THROUGH WHICH CHILDREN PROGRESS 

IN DIFFERENTWAYS AND TEMPOS. 



AN EXCITING AND COMPLEX PROCESS

OCCURS BETWEEN AGES 5-8

CHILDREN DO NOT FOLLOW ONE 

CLEAR, SEQUENTIAL PATH

INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN MAY TAKE A 

VARIETY OF ROUTES TO MASTERY



LITERACY LEARNING IS CIRCULAR OR 

"RECURSIVEò

LEARNERS MAY MOVE FORWARD IN SOME 

AREAS AND SEEM TO STEP BACK AS THEY 

CONSOLIDATE UNDERSTANDING IN OTHERS

THUS, READING AND WRITING MAY NOT 

DEVELOP EVENLYéA CHILD MAY BE FLUENT IN 

ONE AREA AND EMERGENT IN ANOTHER.



LITERACY RICH ENVIRONMENT







LISTENING AND COMPREHENSION SKILLS 



CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

CONVEYED THROUGH VOCABULARY 

WORDS 


